
 
 
 
 

 
Friday 29th July and team Diligaf set off in convoy to the Welsh road racing capital, Ab 
 
 
The all new elongated Dilligaf convoy, with Mr Gilkes and Miss Price in the new Dilligaf 
support vehicle, arrived at Mallory Park for their first test ride of the season on the blade 
ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ƴŜǿ bƛǘǊƻƴ ǎǳǎǇŜƴǎƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ {ǘŜǾŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǎƛƴŎe his slight mishap 
off the side of the mountain at the Manx GP last year. Steve had spent the winter rebuilding 
his broken CBR600rr and titivating with the blade in his front room while the ever patient 
Elaine, lovingly known as gob on a stick, planned the main event of the year, the long 
awaited Moody wedding. 
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Still nursing a knee injury from the Manx and not having ridden in 7 months, Steve gingerly 
tiptoed out on track in drizzly conditions, alongside fellow EMRA competitors Gary Arden, 
the Speed brothers and the Routy racing couple Louise and Robert. Although the day never 
did warm or totally dry up, Steve and the blade with its shiny new Conti  boots, began to 
reacquaint themselves and soon the pair were once again at ease with other. 
 

 
 
This year the blade, kindly supplied ōȅ .ǊŀƴǎƻƴΩǎ IƻƴŘŀ ƻŦ ¸ŜƻǾƛƭΣ with her Venhill brakes 
lines, GB Racing engine protection and filled with Motul blood, had been transformed 
externally with all new bodywork and a paint job provided by KC Autocolours and 
accessorised with new graphics by Pete Parry.  
 
After a cold day testing, Steve, AKA Captain Cavemen, and the team set up camp in the 
ǇŀŘŘƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŀƛǘŜŘ ǘŜŜƴ ŀƴƎŜƭ 9ƭŀƛƴŜ ǘƻ ŀǊǊƛǾŜΦ bŜŜŘƭŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ΨǇŜŀŎŜΩ ǿŀǎ ǎƘŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ 
when she finally did! After a few glassŜǎ ƻŦ ΨōƭŀŎƪŎǳǊǊŀƴǘΩΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
night safe warm and cosy in the paddock. 
 

 
 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ǿŀǎ ΨǎŜǘ ǳǇΩ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƻƻƭ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀōƭŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘȅǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǊ 
and fairy lights, it wasn't long before Steve and Steve were all ready for ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘŀȅΩǎ 
racing, and eating Wallace and Gromit toasted sandwiches (and they say the girls bring 
junk). According to recent research (Heckford, 2017), 15% of all female ΨƧǳƴƪΩ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ǊŀŎŜ 
tracks is ŎƭŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǳǎŜŦǳƭΩΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ strongly correlated to items that are food 
related such as sandwiches toasters!  
 



Sunday, race day, and the team woke to wet racing conditions; heavy rain had fallen over 
the Leicestershire circuit overnight leaving behind a prevailing misty drizzle that showed no 
sign of moving on. Elaine carried out a track inspection on her morning run to find standing 
water and goose poo chicanes at Gerrards, and a small river with a rather flat frog at the 
hairpin. Today Moody would test the mighty blade in the wet for the first time. Off came the 
ContiRaceAttacks and on went the Conti Rains, a tyre that suited the Triumph and the 600 
well in the wet at Aberdare and Steve was optimistically confident they would serve him 
well again on the blade. 
 

 
 
This season Steve and the now orange, blue and white CBR1000rr SP aimed to once again 
ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇŜǊǎǘƻŎƪ млллΩǎ ŀƴŘ aŀƭƭƻǊȅ .ǳƛƭŘōŀǎŜ {ǳǇŜǊōƛƪŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅΦ 
This year's competitors included last ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Superstock thou champ Duane Bliss, Superbike 
winner Lee Wilson and BSB rider Bradley Ray. 
 

 
 
By early morning the paddock was a hive of activity with a dull drone of generators wafting 
over the Leicestershire countryside, along with the sweet aroma of cooked bacon, as riders 
prepared their bikes for a full day of racing.  Dilligaf supporters once again flocked to camp 
Dilligaf, as always by the toilet block, proudly wearing their orange and blue team wear. 
Noise testing marked the start of proceedings. 
 

 
 
 



As the first practice sessions got underway, the rain started to come down harder. The track 
was very wet and extremely greasy, and the first qualifying session witnessed several 
spectacular ΨƻŦŦǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ {ǳǇŜǊǎǘƻŎƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƎǊƻǳǇ out. Wearily Steve and the blade 
stepped out for their first session of day. Poor weather conditions coupled with a dodgy 
knee, had not filled Steve with lashings of confidence, despite lashings of Leicestershire rain, 
so sensibly Steve decided to air on the side of caution and play it safe for once, unlike his 
last outing at Aberdare. Without any heroics and managing to stay sunny side up, Steve 
qualified 8th on the grid, 4th in class. In his second qualifying session, the Buildbase Trophy, 
Steve was able to knock 5 seconds off his time to qualify 13th on the grid, just three places 
behind BSB rider Bradley Ray, 7th in class, on a full grid line up 28 riders.  
 

 
 
Race one ς Superstock 1000 and 600 
 
Sat 8th of the grid, middle of row three, Steve had his work cut out in this his first race in 
over 7 months. Under orders from she who must be obeyed and pit crew manager Mr Steve 
Gilkes, Steve was instructed not to try any dare devil stunts but have a safe clean 
enjoyable ride. Elaine watched nervously but obviously not quietly from pit lane, as always 
armed with pit board and gob. As the riders got ready to race, the sun made its first 
appearance of the day, threatening to dry the track up. Good you may think, but with no 
ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ ΨŘǊȅΩ tyres, drying track conditions were not what the riders wanted at 
this precise second.  
 
Steve had a cracking start and was 3rd into Gerrards but the immense pain in his knee 
caused by a cyst, an aftermath of his incident at the Manx GP last year, meant Steve could 
not hold his hot spot for long and soon drifted back into 6th, 4th in class. Knowing he wasn't 
going to set the world alight in this first race, he settled back into a smooth rhythm on the 
blade. 
 

 
(Photos curtesy of Steve Snelling)   



With no other bike in his class within passing distance, Steve thought he had better do as he 
had been told by his future wife, as he knew holding this position meant he could earn 
himself 8 points on this first outing. But then the unexpected happened. On the penultimate 
lap, aware he had a 675 hot on his heels, Steve sensibly moved over to let the triumph pass, 
knowing it would make no difference to his championship as the other bike was in a 
different class.  But sadly the 675 rider made a rookie mistake and wiped himself and Steve 
out at the hairpin leaving Steve muddy side up, upside down on the grass! 
 

 
(Photos curtesy of Glyns Photos) 
 
After a short panic back in the paddock, it was too clear that damage to both rider and bike 
was fairly limited, another broken finger with mostly cosmetic damage to the bike, but the 
race was on to get the bike ready for the next race! Thankfully lunch was called before the 
start of race 5 which meant the awesome pit crew, Steve Gilkes and Fireman Damion and 
Martin, had time to glue the bike back together and Julie Jackson kindly cleaned the very 
muddy leathers. 
 

 
 
 
Race 2 ς Mallory BuidbaseTrophy  
 
After a very manic lunch break, Steve along with 27 other riders, lined up on the grid for the 
first of the Mallory Buildbase Trophy races. This prestigious race had an impressive line-up 
including Bradley Ray, Leon Jeacock and Lee Wilson. From the 5th row of the grid Steve 
would have his work cut out for him. Race conditions were now ΨŘǊȅΩΣ ǎƻ {ǘŜǾŜ ǿŀǎ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ 
his beloved ContiRaceAttacks.  
 



 
 
As the flag was lowered, despite the pain from his finger now as well as his knee, the red 
Ƴƛǎǘ ŜƴƎǳƭŦŜŘ aƻƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ΨǇŀƛƴΩ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ ƭŜŦǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƭƛƴŜΗ hƴŜ ōȅ ƻƴŜ 
Steve gradually picked riders off, performing some marvellous Moody maneuverers at 
EdwinaΩs to gain more and more advantage. Moody was on a mission and looked smooth on 
the blade, no one would have guessed that his handlebar grip had come loose too!  Steve 
put on an amazing performance on the blade weaving in and out of riders to go from 13th 
to 4th, finishing 3rd in class overall behind Leon Jeacock and Lee Wilson to take 10 well-
earned championship points. 
 
Race 3 ς Superstock 1000 and 600 
 
It wasn't long before Steve and the blade, proudly wearing the number 42 plate once again, 
were back on the starting grid. As Steve was listed as DNF in the first race, he would have to 
start in 13th position, at the back of the grid. Not deterred, Steve was on it like a bonnet as 
the red light went out, going into Gerard's in 5th and exiting in 3rd. Steve most certainly had 
his race face on as he and the blade ploughed through the pack and looked confident and 
dominant. With screams from pit lane, Moody held his position despite some jostling of 
places to finish 3rd overall, 2nd in class to make his mark on the 2017 Superstock 1000 
championship. 
 

 
(Photos curtesy of Steve Snelling) 

 
 


